
FINANCE COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 1, 2022 

Present:  John Durtschi, Steve Edge, Dave Curley, and Sharon Sliwka. Denise Ives was excused. 

Held virtually via GoToMeeting. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM and began with an opening prayer. 

As directed by Temporary Administrator, Rev. James Kurzynski, no major financial decisions can 
be made until a new pastor is assigned to SHSP. However, projects and other items in the works 
prior to Rev. Jazdzewski’s resignation, can continue to move forward. This includes financial 
decisions which affect the day-to-day operations of the parish, along with established 
processes, such as annual budget planning. 
 
Financial Statements:  January financial statements were reviewed by the Finance Council and 
accepted as presented. Adult envelope contributions continue to fall behind budget. With the 
imminent start-up of the Saturday Vigil Mass, members are hopeful this will help stabilize 
contributions. 
 
Snow removal costs exceed the budget, along with Xcel Energy charges. The parish has a 
seasonal contract for snow removal totaling $27,500. This covers all parish properties, including 
the two cemeteries. Members recommend options be reviewed prior to next winter. 
 
A $10,000 annual gift was received in January, assisting SHSP in meeting its financial 
obligations.  
 
Buildings & Grounds:  Re-shingling of St. Joseph Chapel at Sacred Heart Cemetery is now 
complete. The St. Patrick campus parking lot reconstruction is finished, except for island trees, 
shrubbery, and minor landscaping. The remaining work is included in Haas Sons, Inc., bid and 
will be done in the spring. Council members expressed a need for the landscaped areas and 
flowerbeds around St. Patrick Church be improved upon this summer. The dumping of potted 
plants along the west side of the church has made it unsightly and overgrown.  
 
A $50,000 restricted gift was received in December from a former Eau Claire resident and 
Sacred Heart Catholic School graduate. Funds are designated towards the Sacred Heart Church 
150th Renovation Project. Specifically, improvements to the exterior window wells and guards. 
 
SHSP is beneficiary in a lifelong parishioner estate. $640,000 is held in a restricted trust for the 
specific use towards Sacred Heart Church improvements. Additionally, $250,000 is designated 
for improvement and upkeep to the parish cemetery. The executor of the estate confirmed the 
deceased was hopeful this gift would make it possible for the cemetery roads to be rebuilt and 
resurfaced. To honor this intent, the parish entered into a contract with Pavement Consulting, 
LLC., to have the work done in 2022. Contracted amount is $147,594 and the Diocese of La 
Crosse has given approval to proceed with the project. The Sacred Heart Church 150th 
Renovation Project, already in the planning stage, will benefit from the funds held in the 
restricted trust. 



 
The City of Eau Claire will proceed with the Omaha Street reconstruction project this summer. 
The work was originally scheduled for 2021 but delayed by the City. The parish cemeteries will 
be assessed approximately $50,000 total for these improvements. Requests to the Eau Claire 
City Council and City Attorney from not only SHSP, but the Lutheran cemeteries on Omaha 
Street to provide an assessment concession were denied.  
 
Finance Council members agreed to meet virtually in April. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:10 PM. 

                 


